
Honorable	Charles H. Percy
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20310

Dear Senator Percy:

In. accordance with the request contained in your letter
of October 15, I m pleased to enclose a paper detailing
participation by women on united States delegations to
significant meetings during the last	 months.

We have made a concerted effort to increase the number
of women on delegations and I am happy to report that

appreciable progress has been made. During Fiscal Year
155 women served on 110 delegations. This compares

with 1 34 who served on 91 delegations in FY 1973 and we
are. determined to carry these efforts forward. The

•is cumulative. More women are now working
and gaining experience in positions -dealing with foreign

and this shoul d increase 	 number of women who
can make significant contributions at international meetings.

In addition to those conferences that require the
• Department's accreditation of delegations, meetingsW

attended routinely at site by our Permanent Representatives
to International organizations. Ambassador Barbara White
in New York/ Mrs. Betty Dillon U.S. Representative to

Council at Montreal, and Mrs.	 Johnston, U.S.
•Representative to the Inter-American Commission for women

in Washington, are involved on a regular  basis with the
of the organizations to which	 they are accreditedand in the special meetings held at their posts

We do not have any information at hand on the number of
women included on delegations of other countries, but we
shall endeavor to obtain it. 	 We shall, of course keep

you informed. A paper giving the information you requested
on U.S.. delegations is attached.
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I hope that the above information and the attached data will prove useful to you.
Cordially,Linwood HoltonAssistant Secretary for Congressional RelationsEnclosure:As stated.

DECLASSIFIED
A/ISS/IPS, Department of State

E.O. 12958, as amended
December 18, 2008



1. GeneralIt is the policy of the Department of State to accredit delegations to international meetings composed of the minimum number of persons required to achieve U.S. objectives. Delegation numbers are selected by the Office of International Conferences in consultation with those Government offices and agencies having a primaru interest in the meeting. Selections are, of course, made on the basis of qualifications and not on the basis of race, religion or sex. However, if two candidates are equally qualified and one belongs to a minority or special group, preferecne may be given to that person if necessary to balance the delegation.Although women are now found in greater number in positions dealing with foreign affairs, they often tend ot compete for positions dealing with itens of special interest to women thus limiting the availability of experienced and qualified women for appointment to delegations.Notwithstanding this limitation, an increasing number of well-qualified women are serving insenior positions or as advisers on delegations to meetings, and it is expected that this trend will accelerate during the comng years.A list of significant international conferences and meetings held during the last twelve months inwhich women participated as members of U.S. delegations follows:2. International Conferences/<eetngs in which women participated.(Congressional Advisors and Congressional Staff Advisers are not included in these statistics).1. United NationasGeneral Assembly, New YOrk, September 18-December 18, 1973 Delegation consisted of five Representatives, five Alternate Representatives, nine Special Adfvisers and fifty-eight Advisers. Margaret Young served as an Alternate Representative; Jean Picker and Barbara White as Special Advisers; and five other women as Advisers. Percentage of women on delegation: 11.9%.General Assembly, New York, September 17-December 1974 Delegation consisted of five Representatives, five Alternate Representatives and thirty-nine Advisers. Ambassador White served as an Alternative Representative and two other women as Advisers: Percentage of Women on delegation: 6.1%.
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